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All Europeans who have corne in contact with them
have been favourably impressed with the very striking
contrast exhibited by our trans-Indus subjects to the
mild Hindu and the miserable Hindusthani and Pan-
jabi Mohammedans." He also says that their "manly
qualities are not unequal to our own," and that " there arc
elements of true greatness in the Afgha.n national char-
acter." Yet I was assured by more than one excellent
authority that one of the most hideous of all vices is
openly practised in Kaubul, where a bazaar or street is
set apart for it; and that even in Peshawar the agents
of the Church Mission require to be cautious in their
conduct towards the boys under their tuition. It is the
extraordinary union of virtues and vices which forms
the most puzzling feature in the Afghan character. To
courage, strength, and the other better features of a
wild sentimental mountain people, they unite vices
which are usually attributed to the decrepitude of cor-
rupt civilisations and dying races ; and though their
fidelity is often- able to overcome torture and** death,
it as often succumbs to the most trivial and meanest
temptations.                                                0

I am inclined to believe that much of the badness of'
the Afghans is owing to the influence of Mohamme-
danism. One might expect that so simple and intelli-
gible a religion, holding the doctrine of the unityof
God, and admitting Christ as one of its line of prophets,
would be superior in its effects to polytheistic liincldism,
and especially to Brahmanism, the acceptance of which
after and in face of Bddhism, involved a moral suicide
on the part of the people of India. But certainly my
knowledge of India does not support that conclusion.
Among a purely Semitic race like the Arabs, secluded
among their deserts and at a certain stereotyped stage
of thought, Mohammedanism maybe good, and it un-<*
ddubtedlyappears to have exercised a beneficial influence